Fishery news





Week ending 16 March 2008





Earliest ever start at Rutland Water this Easter


Rutland Water is ready for action 


opening day is Good Friday 21 March








Tom takes trophy at Grafham Water


New Lodge trophy on opening day won by Tom Allen








Bumper brown for Will at Pitsford Water


10lb plus brown for Will Linnell of Holcot, Northampton








Ravensthorpe rod average hits 10.78!


Fantastic rod average and good quality rainbows make excellent start to new season
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Rutland Water opens this Friday 21 March


Independence Day Trophy for the best fish





History will be made at Rutland Water this Good Friday 21 March with the earliest ever start to the trout fishing season on Europe’s largest man-made reservoir. Anglers fishing on opening day compete for the Independence Day Trophy for the best fish.  The rod average on Opening Day in 2007 was a stupendous 6.16 and prospects look good for 2008.





For anglers who are less able who enjoy boat fishing at Rutland Water we have great news. JM Coulam Boat Builders have teamed up with the Wheelyboat Trust to design and produce a new style boat that will revolutionise fishing for the less able fisherman.  Jon Marshall, Anglian Water Fisheries Manager says “This boat is the first of seven that are on order and we are very pleased to be working in conjunction with Jim Coulam to produce the first new model.  It is an exciting new design that will give wheelchair users the same excellent handling and drifting characteristics as our existing boats.  Some of the features include an hydraulic lifting platform that enables the wheelchair user to board the boat from the pontoon, it also has an electric start outboard engine”.  We will bring you news of the new boat when it is launched in the next few weeks.





In 2008 we are introducing a course specifically tailored for Beginners taking up boat fishing.   Boat Fishing for Beginners, maximum of 2 anglers costing £80pp, Friday 11 April, Friday 13 June. 





With safety in mind Anglian Water offers anglers the opportunity to gain a level 1 RYA boat-handling certificate.  This boat-handling course is specifically aimed at anglers and is heavily discounted at £60.  On qualifying you will be entitled to a £1 saving on boat hire for the next two years.





Anglian Water’s Beginners courses are very popular and we have nearly 40 dates for Beginners courses at Rutland Water this year.  





Forthcoming events	21 March 	Independence Day Trophy 


	6 April		Alan West Memorial match


	12 April	Anglian Water Spring Rudder Match


	20 April	Lexus European Individual Qualifier 01761 490367


	21 April	Lexus European Team Qualifier


			01761 490367


	Beginners courses 26 March, 6,13,20 & 27 April, 3,9,11,17 & 24 May and other dates throughout the season


	Boat fishing for beginners 11 April, 13 June


For all courses and boat hire at Rutland Water booking is essential.  Please call 01780 686441.








Grafham Water





The new season at Grafham Water started on Friday 14 March.  Following a week of storms the weather was kind.  The bank anglers who started early were rewarded with some quality fish from the G-Buoy area, mainly slow sinkers/intermediate lines, with the fish falling to mainly black and green nymphs or lures fished slowly in mid water. The boat anglers also did well in similar areas, with the same sort of flies but found the fish much deeper, so faster sinking lines were used.





The best fish came later in the day and was a fine rainbow of 6lb 2oz taken by J Elgar of Soham, who fished from the North End of the Dam with a Black and Green Booby. Tom Allen won the New Lodge Trophy presented for the biggest fish weighed in by 5pm on opening day, with a Rainbow of 4lb 6oz.  Tom took his fish on a white Fritz nymph on an Intermediate line from the Harbour. Tom won the first New Lodge Trophy way back in 1999 in the first year of the Trophy, that year Tom won with a 9lb12oz rainbow.





Mr Malone of Higham Ferrers on his first ever trip trout fishing managed 5 fish for the day, with his best being 4lb 5oz, all being taken from Marlow Bay on a Damsel Nymph fished on a floater.


    


Best methods	see report





Best rainbow	6lb 2oz taken by J Elgar of Soham with a Di7  and black and green booby from the north end of the dam





Best boat areas	Hill Farm, Hedge End, G Buoy, and Stumps





Best bank areas	G Buoy, Hill Farm and North end of Dam





Forthcoming events	6 April Bob Church Open  (Frank Cutler Memorial Trophy) telephone 01604 661133


	27 April EDFF & GWFFA


	Beginners courses 30 March, 13,23 & 26 April and other dates throughout the year





Pitsford Water


Fish week 491, returns 110, rod average 4.4





Nathan Reilly of Northampton was in fine form on the bank on Saturday.  Not only did he take his limit with 8 fish all over 2lb, but he then went on to catch and release a further six fish.  His luck was really in because his catch return was drawn from the hat to win a free mid week boat!  Nathan was fishing the bank in the Stone Barn Bay area this has been very popular with bank anglers since Pitsford re-opened on 7 March.





Robert Spencer, made the journey from Woking in Surrey worthwhile by catching his limit and releasing a further 14 fish. Robert boat fished close to the bank and his 8 fish weighed over 22lb.  Ex England Youth International and world team member Phil Longstaff took 6 fish for 19lb and returned a further ten.  Unfortunately Phil thought the Pitsford day ticket limit was six, but it has now increased to eight – see page 62 of Hooked magazine!





Craig Barr, ex model and Sky TV angler, fished on the bank at Pitsford on Saturday and made a film for Sky Sports.  This will be broadcast on Friday 28 March and includes Nathan Clayton, Senior warden at Pitsford. So tune in and watch what surprises Craig pulls out of the bag!





Season permit holder Will Linnell of Holcot reported that he returned a brown trout weighing in excess of double figures from the Pines last week.  He fished a fast sink line and a green and white lure.  Will took a picture with his phone, although not very clear, the photo shows the fish was bigger than Will’s net!





Mid Northants Trout Fishers organised the annual litter pick at Pitsford last Sunday.  Club members braved heavy rain and high winds to collect litter – a great effort for the environment in appalling weather conditions.  





Best brown	10lb taken by Will Linnell of Holcot from the bank by the Pines





Best boat areas	Stone Barn bay area





Best bank areas	the Pines





Mid week boat winner	Nathan Reilly of Northampton





Fish stocked	5750	





Forthcoming events.	Beginner’s courses on the 12,20 & 27 April & other dates throughout the season.











Ravensthorpe Reservoir


Fish week 561(season906) returns 52 (137) rod average 10.78(6.6)





Anglers recorded an amazing rod average of 10.78 at Ravensthorpe this week.  Ravensthorpe’s Rainbows have now switched on big time with some fabulous catches this week from both boat and bank.





Nick Mead and Ian Tearle fished the Coton shallows to bring 51 fish to their boat.  Colin England and Tony Plummer caught 30, Graden Smith and John Caldwell 35.  Chris Skillen fished for 4½hours to take 67 fish – mostly on hoppers.  Graham Smith took Andy Thom out on his boat on Saturday to catch 20 plus fish, including a personal best for Andy with a 6lb over wintered Rainbow.  All of the fish showing in these big bags are in superb condition.





Dick Haynes, Jim Ferguson and many other bank anglers are taking double figure catches from the pontoons and natural banks.





Best methods are floating lines and long leaders with buzzers and small nymphs under the bung or figure of eight.  Fish a maximum of one or two flies only to prevent double hook ups.





Size 12 black buzzers with green thorax, thin diawls, small black hoppers, size 10 black and green lures, montanas are all taking fish.  Rainbows are tight to all banks with the dam wall also producing plenty of sport.





Best methods	see report





Best rainbow	6lb taken by Andy Thom with a black buzzer on a floating line from a boat





Best boat areas	all shallows





Best bank areas	all banks





Mid week boat winner	Nick Mead of London





Demand for boats often outstrips supply – pre-booking is essential.  


For boat bookings and enquiries please call 01604 770875.  








